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medium , and wherein 




X a shaft portioK^upported in a bracket and disposed through said roller portion, wherein 

said roller portion rotatfesVodnd said shaft portion so as to move by the thickness of said 
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portion is not rotablv connected to the feed roller . 



—2. A medium feeding apparatus comprising: 
at least one align roller to align a medium in a path; and 
a feed assistance member comprising: 

(i) a shaft^ 

(ii) a feed as^^tance roller rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medmm in ttte path to stabilize the feed of the medium, wherein the feed 
assistance member i^ot\ptably connected to the align roller.— 





~3. The medium feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the at least one align roller 
comprises least one vertical align rollerV) align the medium in the vertical direction and fiirther 
comprising a lateral align roller to align tlwunedium in the lateral direction, wherein the feed 
assistance member is mounted between the lateral and vertical align rollers. - 

"4. The medfum feeding apparatus of claim 3, wherein the align rollers have a non- 
circular cross section f^r feeding the medium.— 



—5. The medium feeding apmratus of claim 3, wherein the feed assistance member is 
aligned in the vertical direction with reg^ecWS^medium movement.-- 

~6. The medium feeding agparat^ of claim 2, wherein the feed assistance member 
further comprises: 

two brackets including open ^ooves, wherein the shaft is disposed in the grooves of the 
bracket.- 
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-7. The medium 
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feeding apparatus of claim 2, wherein the total weight of the feed 



assistance roller is applied c nto th^medium.- 



-8. The medium 



feediHg^pparatus of claim 6, wherein the feed assistance member 



further comprises a spring for urging the feed assistance roller onto the medium.-- 



L 



—9. The medium fading apparatus of claim 6, wherein the medium is paper.— 

-10. A medium processing device including a medium feeding apparatus to feed the 
€dium through a reed path in the processing device, wherein the medium feeding apparatus 
comprises: 

at least one aligiApller to align a medium in a path; and 
a feed assistanqe meiTlber comprising: 

(i) a sha! 

(ii) a feed assistance roller rotably mounted to the shaft and positioned to apply 
pressure on the medium\[n the path to stabilize the feed of the medium, wherein the feed 

1^ assistance member is not ^^tably connected to the align roller.— 

—11. The medium procesi^ngdej^ce of claim 10, wherein the processing device 
comprises a printer and the mediurrncdlaaprises paper. 



^Ify^ "12. The medium^i;pcessing device of claim 10, wherein the at least one align roller 
^Miprises least one vertical aflei^ roUer to align the medium in the vertical direction and wherein 
the medium feeding apparatui fiMieJ comprises a lateral align roller to align the medium in the 
lateral direction, wherein the feW-aa^i stance member is mounted between the lateral and vertical 
align rollers.— 
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■13. The medium pi )cessing device of claim 10, wherein the align rollers have a non- 
circular cross section for feedilig the medium.— 

—14. The medium processing device of claim 12, wherein the feed assistance member 
is aligned in the vertical direction with respect to medium movement.— 

—15. The medium projfessiri^devj^of claim 10, wherein the feed assistance member 
further comprises 

two brackets including o^en grooves, wherein the shaft is disposed in the grooves of the 
bracket.- 

-16. The medium proce*|sing device of claim 10, wherein the total weight of the feed 
assistance roller is applied onto thel|medium.-- 

\ 

—17. The medium processing device of claim 15, wherein the medium feeding 
apparatus ftorther comprises a spring |[br urging the feed assistance roller onto the medium. - 

. j ' REMARKS 

The Examiner rejected pending claim 1 as obvious (35 U.S.C. §103) over Nakabayashi 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,746,426). Applicant has amended claim 1 and added claims 2-17 and submit 
that the pending claims are in condition for allowance, 

1. The Application Discloses the Amendments to Claim 1 and the Added Claims 

Claim 1 was amended to recite that the feed path includes at least one feed roller and that 
the shaft portion is disposed through the roller such that the roller rotates around the shaft. 
Claim 1 was further amended to recite that the shaft portion is not rotably connected to the feed 
roller. 



